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Classification of fruits. Fruits are usually divided into two
classes, dry and fleshy. The dry fruits may be subdivided into
dehiscent fruits, or capsules, and indehiscent fruits. Dehiscent fruits
are those which open at maturity so that their seeds can escape,
while indehiscent ones are those which do not open. Indehiscent

Fie. 340. Fruit of Myristica jragrans
The single seed is a nutmeg. This is more or less surrounded by an aril, which
when dried is the mace of commerce.  The pericarp when ripe splits into two
valves as shown in the illustration, (x i)
fruits may be further subdivided into achenial and sckizocarpic
fruits. The fleshy fruits may be divided into drupes and berries.
Capsules. Dry, several-seeded to many-seeded, dehiscent fruits
are known as capsules. Capsules are of many shapes, and they
open in many different ways (Figs. 346-350, 362, 372, 373). The
legume, or pod, and the follicle are special kinds of capsules. The
follicle and the legume are each derived from an ovary composed
of a single carpel. The follicle splits along one side only (Fig. 348),
while the legume, which is the characteristic fruit of the pea or
bean family, usually splits along two edges (Fie. 349).